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Sir: 

This communication is submitted in response to the official action mailed on 
May 20, 2004 in connection with the above-identified application. In connection with the action, 
it is respectfully suggested that the rejection of claims 1 through 3 is made in error and it is 
respectfully requested that the same be reconsidered and withdrawn. In this regard, the examiner 
is asked to please consider the following remarks in response to the rejection set forth in the 
action. 
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In the action, the examiner rejected claims 1 through 3 under 35 U.S.C.§ 102(e) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious from Baxter, Jr. et al. 
(US 6,525,149). Applicants respectfully traverse the stated rejection and submit that in view of 
the following remarks it is clear that the invention of claims 1 through 3 is neither described nor 
suggested by the disclosure of Baxter, Jr. et al. 

Baxter et al. disclose an apparatus and methodology for preparing a polyolefin 
product. With reference to Fig. 1 and the related discussion beginning at col. 12, 1. 31, the 
product exits the apparatus via line 55 and is quenched and directed to a work-up system (not 
shown) where catalyst salts may be removed and the product separated from unreacted 
components and other undesirable contaminants. There is no further discussion of the quenching 
and/or work-up system. On the other hand, the present invention is directed to an improved 
crude polyolefin product catalyst removal and wash system. The system of the present invention 
receives the crude product from a line such as the line 55 of Baxter, Jr. et al. and performs the 
down stream operations directed to the production of a commercial product. No such system is 
described by Baxter et al., and in fact it is stated specifically in the Baxter, Jr. et al. disclosure 
that the work-up system is not shown. Clearly, therefore, the invention of claims 1 through 3, 
which is directed to a downstream work-up system that is completely separate from the Baxter, 
Jr. et al. reactor apparatus, is neither disclosed or rendered obvious by the cited Baxter, Jr. et al. 
reference. Hence, the stated rejection is not supported by the record and should be reconsidered 
and withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is clear that Baxter, Jr. et al. neither disclose 
nor suggest the invention of claims 1 through 3 and it is therefore submitted that this application 
is completely free of the cited art and in condition for allowance. Accordingly, favorable action 
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at an early date will be appreciated. If the examiner is of the view that any issue remains 
unresolved, it is respectfully suggested that applicants' undersigned attorney may be contacted at 
the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/James H. Marsh, Jr. ' 

" Reg. No. 24,533 
STINSON MORRISON HECKER LLP 
1201 Walnut Street, Suite 2800 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2150 
Telephone: (816) 842-8600 
Facsimile: (816) 691-3495 
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